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to my Lord5 and that I have fchosen.55 His fever raged so fu-
riously, that he exclaimed, " None of. the Prophets have endured
such torments,- but the greater my sufferings the more glorious
will be my reward.'' At his request his wives poured buckets
of water on him, and he was so refreshed that he was able
the next morning to enter the mosque. He there said publicly,
what lie had privately told his slave: " God has permitted one
of his servants to choose between the pleasures of this world and
of the next, and he has chosen the last." Abubekr, perceiving
that he referred to himself, exclaimed, weeping, " We will give
up for thee ourselves and our children.5' " Moderate your
feelings," he replied ; and then, turning to the congregation., said,
" Shut up all the doors that open into the mosque, except that
of Abubekr, for I have no companion more excellent, and if I
required among men a friend and a brother I would select him."
He then said,," Whoever has any thing on his conscience let him
reveal it, that I may entreat God's favour for him." Upon
this, one, who had passed hitherto for a devout Moslem, came
forward and said, " I have been a hypocrite and a liar."
" Why," exclaimed Omar, " dost thou make known what God
has concealed?" But Mohammed replied, " Son of Khatab,
it is better to blush in this world than in the next: grant him,
O God, sincerity and belief, and remove from him sluggishness
in fulfilling thy commands, if he longs after them in his heart,55
Then, in imitation of Moses and Samuel, he addressed the people,
saying, fc If I ever have beaten any one, let him in like manner
beat me; if I have ever wounded any one's reputation, let-him
retaliate on mine; if I have defrauded any .man of money, let
him take it back from mine, and let him fear no resentment
from me, for that is not in my disposition." A claim was made
of three dinars, and he paid it, saying, " It is better to suffer
disgrace in this world, than in the next." In conclusion, he
exhorted the exiles to honour the helpers; saying, "The
number of believers will increase, but that of the helpers can-
not. They are my family, with whom I found a home. Do-
good to those who do good to them, and separate yourselves
from those who treat them as enemies." He then left the